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BART'S GOTTA GO!

EXT. LIBRARY - ENTRANCE - DAY

OLIVIA, Latina, late 50s, arrives at the library to open it 
up. There is a mother already waiting there, with her two 
small children. BART, 60, Caucasian, possibly homeless, is 
waiting to go inside and use the bathroom, and clearly he 
needs to. Olivia looks at him with disgust. Bart makes funny 
faces at the children, and they smile. The mother is too 
preoccupied to take much notice of Bart.

Olivia opens up the door. She tries to shield it with her 
body so as to block Bart out and let the mother in first, 
but Bart throws one last smile at the kids as he slips in 
first. Not rudeness: he’s really gotta get to that bathroom!

BART
‘Scuse me, kids! ‘Scuse me, mom!

The two children run in right behind him, trailed by their 
mother and then Olivia. Just as Bart has his hand on the 
bathroom door he hears--

LITTLE BOY
Mommy, I gotta go to the bathroom!

Bart smiles to himself and steps nimbly over to the Ladies 
bathroom, grabs the handle and--

LITTLE GIRL
Me too, Mommy!

MOM
It's okay, kids, there are two 
bathrooms.

Bart's hand drops dejectedly from the handle for a moment. 
Then he grabs it again, and holds the door open for the 
little girl. 

BART
Right this way, Miss.

The little girl smiles appreciatively and goes in. Bart 
paces uncomfortably in front of the bathrooms for a moment. 
But he has really strained to wait this long. He remembers 
there are bathrooms on the second floor. Struggling to keep 
it in, he dashes carefully up the stairs. He goes down the 
hall to the bathrooms only to see a sign that says "CLOSED 
FOR RENOVATION - PLEASE USE DOWNSTAIRS BATHROOMS." He sees 
the janitor's closet, dashes inside. 



MAIN DESK

Olivia is at her desk, straightening an already straight 
desktop. YVETTE, late 30s, the Assistant Librarian, arrives.

YVETTE
brightly( )

Good morning, Olivia.

OLIVIA
Hah!

YVETTE
Sorry I'm late, but it's just a few 
minutes this time. I have an extra 
orange in my lunch if you want one.

Bart comes downstairs carrying a round plastic bucket.

YVETTE (cont'd)
I see Bart's here early. 

Bart puts the bucket up on one shoulder and walks past them, 
whistling a lively tune. He pauses briefly to tip his cap to 
them.

BART
Ladies.

YVETTE
He's a real character, that guy!

OLIVIA
Where are you taking that bucket?! 

BART
Caught a snake!

Olivia fumes, disbelieving.

YVETTE
What? He caught a snake. You should 
be glad.

EXT. LIBRARY - DAY

Hassan, Arab, 40, is entering the library, passing Bart 
exiting with the bucket. Hassan pauses. Did he smell 
something? He continues on in.
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HASSAN INTRO

Hassan cheerfully approaches the front desk.

HASSAN
Good morning!

OLIVIA
Good morning.

Yvette looks at him but doesn’t greet him. Hassan admires 
the library for a moment.

HASSAN
What a wonderful library! And the 
flowers outside. Does a gardener do 
that?

OLIVIA
Actually, we don’t have a gardener. 

proudly( )
I planted those.

HASSAN
It’s very nice. I’m sure people 
appreciate it.

Yvette watches him closely.

OLIVIA
Can I help you with something?

HASSAN
Do you have a computer I can use?

OLIVIA
Yes, on the second floor. Left at the 
top of the stairs.

HASSAN
Thank you.

OLIVIA
You’re welcome.

Hassan goes up the stairs.

YVETTE
suspicious( )

What do you think he wants to use the 
computers for?
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OLIVIA
I don’t know.

YVETTE
Should we check?

OLIVIA
Check what?

YVETTE
lowering her voice( )

You never know.

OLIVIA
I’ve been planting those flowers for 
17 years, ever since Jorge died. Does 
anyone ever comment on them? Have you 
ever said, “Thanks for making the 
library look nice outdoors, Olivia”?

YVETTE
I do appreciate the flowers, Olivia.

OLIVIA
Thank you.

placated( )
Now, can you help me with the inventory?

YVETTE
Of course. Can I grab a cup of herbal 
tea first?

OLIVIA
Sure. Bring a tea for me too, please. 
Black.

YVETTE
Okay.

BART SCAMS LUNCH FROM HASSAN

EXT. TACO TRUCK - DAY

Hassan is finishing buying a taco and a drink. He sets his 
unopened soda on the shelf of the truck and begins to eat 
the taco while standing at the truck. Bart goes up to the 
truck.

BART
Hey, hola, gimme a beef burrito with 
everything.
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TACO TRUCK GUY
One minute, Señor.

BART
to Hassan( )

Beautiful day.

HASSAN
Yes, it is.

Taco Truck Guy hands Bart the burrito.

BART
And a Coke.

Taco Truck Guy hands him the Coke. Bart takes a quick hungry 
bite of the burrito.

TACO TRUCK GUY
Four dollars, please.

Bart pretends to search his pockets.

BART
Ahh, dang it! Aw man, I musta left my 
wallet in my jacket at home.

to Hassan( )
Hey buddy, could you--I can’t believe 
I’m asking a total stranger this--I 
left my wallet at home, and I know 
that’s not your problem, but this guy 
just sold me a burrito and I can’t 
pay him, and I can’t give it back, so 
now he’s left holding the bag, ya 
know, and I feel bad, ‘cause normally 
I’d just pay him later, but he 
doesn’t know me, and I’m sure he 
thinks he’s not gonna be getting any 
money from me, and I just feel 
terrible. Do you think you could help 
me out with,...

to Taco Guy( )
four dollars, right?

Hassan looks at Bart, then at the Taco Truck Guy, who looks 
at Bart with mild distaste. Hassan reaches into his wallet.

HASSAN
All I have is three dollars. Will 
that be alright?

TACO TRUCK GUY
Yes. Thank you, Señor.
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BART
Great burrito!

to Hassan( )
Thanks, buddy!

Bart walks rapidly away with his burrito and Coke. Hassan 
hands his unopened soda back to the Taco Truck Guy.

HASSAN
I didn’t open this yet. It’s one 
dollar, yes?

Taco Truck Guy waves it off.

TACO TRUCK GUY
It’s okay, you can have it.

BART GETS PULLED OVER

Bart is riding his bike along the street, when the police 
pull him over.

BART
Officers, top of the morning to ya. 
What can I do for you?

OFFICER JUAREZ
You got a license for that bike, 
Bart?

BART
Yes officer, I do. There’s a sticker 
right here.

He points to the main support bar, which has a license 
sticker.

OFFICER JUAREZ
And if we run a check on that, it’s 
going to be your name that comes up 
in the system?

BART
Well, it should, because it’s my 
license.

The police car’s radio squawks to life with an alert. The 
officers have to go.
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OFFICER JUAREZ
Do yourself a favor, Bart. The next 
time you cobble together a bicycle 
from spare parts, make sure none of 
those spare parts are stolen.

BART
I’m not a thief, Officers. Of course, 
I can’t speak for my suppliers.

OFFICER JUAREZ
When you buy stolen parts, you 
encourage people to steal bicycles. 
Then some poor kid gets out after 
baseball practice, and his goddamn 
bike’s gone.

BART
Well, I wouldn’t want that on my 
conscience, Officer.

OFFICER RODRIGUEZ
Smartass.

OFFICER JUAREZ
There’s not much we can do, Bart. But 
if you ever slip up on something 
where we can do something, rest 
assured we will prosecute to the 
fullest extent.

OFFICER RODRIGUEZ
C’mon, Dave.

Bart tips his hat to the officers as they leave.

BART
Piss-ants.

He hops back on his bike and rides away.

YVETTE CHECKS ON HASSAN

INT. LIBRARY - COMPUTER AREA

Hassan is working on a computer. Yvette tries to 
nonchalantly peek at what he’s doing.

HASSAN
Hello.

Yvette walks quickly away, back to Olivia at the desk.
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YVETTE
He spotted me.

OLIVIA
What?

YVETTE
He knows I’m onto him.

OLIVIA
Who? What are you talking about?

YVETTE
The Muslim guy.

OLIVIA
How do you know he’s Muslim?

YVETTE
Okay, Arab guy. But I'll bet he's 
Muslim. I went to check on him, but 
he saw me and said Hello.

OLIVIA
very serious( )

It’s time to make the call.

Olivia picks up the desk phone, punches some numbers.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
into the receiver( )

Hello, FBI? Yes, I’d like to report 
an Arab man saying Hello. You’ll be 
right here? Good.

YVETTE
What is he doing here?

OLIVIA
You said he was using the computer.

YVETTE
No, I mean in Albuquerque.

OLIVIA
Who cares? Did you finish 
inventorying the children’s section?

YVETTE
Yes. I've automated most of it.
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OLIVIA
Then why don't you go work on that 
writing class you're going to give?

YVETTE
The correct agency would be the CIA. 
Just so you know. Or maybe the NSA, 
since they're the ones tasked with 
the protection of U.S. communications 
networks and information systems.

Olivia waves Yvette away.

BART AVOIDS THE COPS

Bart ducks into the library to avoid the cops checking his 
bike permit again, probably thoroughly this time.

Bart winks at Olivia as he passes her desk. Disgusted, she 
turns the other way. He wanders around the library.

BART AND HASSAN MEET

Bart stops at a flyer on the wall announcing "FREE Writing 
Class." Hassan comes up to look at it too.

HASSAN
You didn’t have to scam me.

BART
Scam, what...? Oh, it’s you. Yeah, I 
just didn’t have my wallet. Now that 
I’ve run into you again I can pay 
you. I mean, next time I see you. 
When I have my wallet.

HASSAN
There are hungry people in my 
country, who will do what they can to 
find a meal. I understand. I am happy 
when I have an opportunity to help.

BART
I wasn’t looking for charity, pal. 
I’ll go home and get your stupid four 
dollars right now, if that’s what you 
really need.
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HASSAN
You are thinking about the writing 
class? It’s free. I am going to take 
it, to improve my English.

BART
Nah, I just ducked in here to get out 
of the heat.

HASSAN
It doesn't seem like something for 
men, anyway.

BART
So...it'd be a class full of women?

HASSAN
Probably.

Bart chuckles, with a sly grin.

BART SIGNS UP FOR CLASS

Bart comes up to the front desk, where Olivia sits.

BART
Hi. I'd like to sign up for the 
writing class. 

OLIVIA
It's full.

Yvette walks up with an armful of books.

BART
Here, lemme help you with those.

Without waiting for a reply, Bart grabs half the books.

BART (cont'd)
Where're you taking them?

Yvette sets the books down on the desk, smiles.

YVETTE
Right here.

BART
I'm kinda bummed that writing class 
is full.
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YVETTE
Oh no, there's no limit. We've got 
seven or eight ladies signed up, and 
I don't really expect there'll be 
more than ten people. It'll be nice 
to have a man's voice in the group.

BART
to Olivia( )

Okay, can you sign me up, then?

OLIVIA
frowning( )

She can.

BART GETS NEW GLASSES

EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

Ignoring the stare of a passing shopper, Bart reaches deeply 
into the box and pulls out a handful of glasses. He 
carefully puts them into his carry bag.

EXT. STARBUCKS - DAY

Bart sits at an outdoor table near the window where someone 
has left their coffee cup and trash. He tests the cup, sips 
the little bit of coffee left. He puts the unused extra 
napkins in his carry bag. He takes out the glasses he stole, 
sets them on the table and tries them on one at a time, 
peering at his reflection in the window to check how he 
looks. Finding a pair he likes, he picks up a newspaper 
someone let fall to the ground and tries reading it. 
Satisfied, he settles in for a minute, enjoying the 
sunshine. Then he gets up and leaves, responsibly putting 
the cup and the newspaper in the trash as he goes.

EXT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

Bart puts the extra pairs of glasses back into the donation 
bin.

SEXY LIBRARIAN

Bart comes up to Olivia at her desk.

BART
Are those new glasses?

OLIVIA
Yes.
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BART
I like ‘em better than your old ones. 
These really bring out that “sexy 
librarian” look.

Olivia says the next line in what could be described as a 
“library whisper yell.”

OLIVIA
Excuse me? Sexy librarian? Who are 
you to think you can talk to me that 
way?! And of all places, in the 
library!

BART
Touchy touchy. In my day, a woman 
didn’t get offended. She knew a 
compliment when she heard one.

OLIVIA
I don’t want compliments from you.

BART
Are you gettin’ ‘em from anyone else? 
‘Cause I don’t see a ring on your 
finger.

OLIVIA
I have a boyfriend.

BART
Oh yeah? I never hear you on the 
phone with him.

OLIVIA
This is a library. I don’t take 
personal calls.

BART
I don’t see any flowers on your desk. 
If I had a girlfriend like you, 
there’d be fresh roses on your desk 
every week.

OLIVIA
You think you deserve a girlfriend 
like me? Huh? Huh?

BART
Whoa, hey, down girl. Back in my 
day--
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OLIVIA
“Down, girl”?! When was your day, 
Mister? What century have you been 
lost in with your drinking and 
drugging?

BART
I’ve been sober for three years now! 
Don’t you go calling me a drunk, 
‘cause I’m not one!

OLIVIA
You calm down, or I’m calling 
security.

BART
This is a library. There isn’t any 
security.

OLIVIA
Well, there should be. To keep out 
the riff-raff, like you.

BART
“Riff-raff”?

Hassan appears around the corner just in time. He quickly 
grabs Bart by the arm and steers him away.

BART (cont'd)
Hey, we haven’t finished our 
discussion.

HASSAN
I am finishing it for you.

They walk until they are out of range of Olivia’s burning 
glare.

THE COOLDOWN

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Hassan motions to a table in a corner, away from other 
library patrons.

HASSAN
Let us sit.

They sit down.
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HASSAN (cont'd)
Bart, what have you done this time?

BART
Me? It’s not me, it’s her.

HASSAN
I think you need to try to be more 
considerate.

BART
I was considerate. I got new glasses 
today, but I saw she had new ones 
too, so instead of talking about mine 
I complimented her on hers.

HASSAN
What was your compliment?

BART
I told her they bring out the sexy 
librarian in her.

HASSAN
Oh no, Bart. You did not.

BART
What?

HASSAN
Bart, I am not from this country, and 
even I know you don’t call a woman a 
sexy librarian.

BART
You’re different from me. You’ve got 
that low-key smooth talker thing 
going on. I like to use a more direct 
approach.

HASSAN
Yes, you are very direct. I will go 
speak with her.

BART
You gonna put in a good word?

HASSAN
I am going to beg her not to kick you 
out of the library.
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BART
She can’t kick me out of here, this 
is a public facility.

HASSAN
Oh, Bart. You are my friend, but 
sometimes I wonder why God put you in 
my path. Please, stay here.

Hassan walks away, leaving a sulking Bart.

THE SPARK

EXT. LIBRARY - DAY

Yvette and Hassan sit in the sun on a bench outside the 
library.

HASSAN
It must be such a joy to be a 
librarian.

YVETTE
I like it. But it’s hard to meet 
people.

HASSAN
There are lots of people coming to 
the library. Mothers with their 
children, teenagers, old people...

YVETTE
I mean men.

HASSAN
I see men here. Bart and I are here 
all the time.

YVETTE
I mean...eligible men.

Hassan is torn, and a little hurt. He wants to be eligible.

HASSAN
There may be...not a lot of eligible 
men, but some, I think.

YVETTE
Some, but they’re bookish, like me.

HASSAN
Oh.
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He ponders.

HASSAN (cont'd)
Are you looking for a cowboy?

YVETTE
No.

laughs( )
But maybe a man who can help give me 
a spark, to help me get out and be 
someone in this world.

HASSAN
Oh my. Yvette, I see your spark every 
day when I come here. When I say hi 
to you at your desk, and you look up 
and smile, I see the spark. And not 
just me. I see the spark when you say 
hello to everyone who comes in.

YVETTE
Really?

HASSAN
Yes. It would be wonderful for you to 
take your spark out into the world, 
if that is what you want to do.

YVETTE
But I’m shy.

HASSAN
Me too. Bookish.

HEAD LIBRARIAN JOKE

BART
You know how you tell which one’s the 
Head Librarian?

HASSAN
I don’t know.

BART
The one with--

A child suddenly squalling covers the rest of Bart's 
punchline.

HASSAN
That’s not funny.
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BART
No, but you see, she's got--

HASSAN
I understand, Bart. I just don't 
think it's funny. 

BART
chuckling( )

That's such an old joke, I can't 
remember the first time I--.

HASSAN
Do you think it's funny?

Bart shrugs his shoulders.

HASSAN (cont'd)
Is this how you think of these women?

BART
No, of course not, not them.

HASSAN
Other women?

BART
I'm gonna go get a cup of coffee.

Bart gets up and leaves the area.

WRITING CLASS OPINION

BART
I really like that class. It’s like 
writing a fourth step.

HASSAN
What is a fourth step?

BART
It’s where you write about all the 
times in your life where you messed 
up.

HASSAN
Why would you do that?

BART
It makes you feel better.
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HASSAN
not convinced( )

Hmm.

BART
That’s what they do in AA, alcoholics 
anonymous.

HASSAN
Do you go to those meetings?

BART
No.

HASSAN
Why not?

BART
It’s a bunch of drunks. I’m not like 
those people.

HASSAN
They are still drinking?

BART
Most of them, no.

HASSAN
Then they are people trying to get 
better. Like you.

BART
Are you saying I should go to those 
meetings? Are you trying to tell me 
what to do?

HASSAN
No, I didn’t say that.

BART
Good. I’ve been sober on my own for 
three years. I don’t need those 
people.

HASSAN
I need people.

BART
Well sure. You’re a good guy, you 
should be with people. People 
appreciate people like you.
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HASSAN
No, they don’t.

BART
Yeah they do.

HASSAN
In my country they did.

BART
They will here too. You just gotta 
give it time.

HASSAN
How much time?

Bart shrugs his shoulders.

CLASS - EVERYONE HAS FAMILY

INT. LIBRARY - EVENING

WRITING CLASS

Yvette walks around the room and checks that everyone is 
writing. She approaches Hassan and sees he hasn’t written 
anything. NOTE: She pretends to be just a teacher helping, 
but her dislike of him shows through. The class members pick 
up on it one by one.

YVETTE
You don’t have anything written.

HASSAN
I’m finding it hard.

YVETTE
Your friend there is doing fine, and 
you’re more educated than he is.

Bart shoots a quick frown at Yvette, then dives back in to 
his writing.

HASSAN
He likes to write about his past. For 
me, that’s hard.

YVETTE
to the class( )

The past is the easiest thing to 
write about. It doesn’t take any 
imagination. 

(MORE)
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to Hassan( )
YVETTE (cont'd)

You know what happened, just write it 
down.

HASSAN
I can’t.

YVETTE
Of course you can. You said on your 
sign-up form you're a journalist. If 
that's true.

HASSAN
I don't have anything to write about.

Some class members are getting uncomfortable.

YVETTE
Write about your family. Where you 
came from.

HASSAN
I would rather not.

YVETTE
Come on, everyone has family. Write 
about them.

to the class( )
Everyone, one thing we can all write 
about is family, because we all have 
one, right? Who here has family, 
raise your hand.

Everyone else raises their hand.

HASSAN
barely getting the (
words out)

Not anymore.

Hassan takes his head in his hands and bows forward, choking 
back sobs. Bart comes over, takes Hassan by the arm and 
leads him away. They go into a conference room. Bart leaves 
the harsh fluorescent lights off, and places his hand on 
Hassan's shoulder. Olivia passes by, sees the lights off, 
and Hassan distraught. She glances over at Yvette and the 
class, wondering what's going on.

YVETTE
I’m going to get some tea. I’ll be 
back in a minute.

Everyone in the class is staring at her.
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YVETTE (cont'd)
Go ahead and finish what you were 
writing.

They continue to stare at her. She goes to the tea table, 
but her brain isn't functioning, and she walks outside. She 
just stands there for a moment, then walks slowly over to 
the bench and sits down.

SCENE GAP

Obviously, there is a gap of several scenes here.

NAKED

BART
You got a girl. I want a girl.

HASSAN
She’s not my girl. We are not dating.

BART
Well, I see chemistry there. She 
likes you.

HASSAN
I don’t think so.

BART
What’s with you and your “I don’t 
think so” all the time. You want me 
to be positive--

HASSAN
I did not tell you how you should be.

BART
You want me to be positive, and every 
time I am you come back with “I don’t 
think so.” That’s not being positive. 
She likes you!

HASSAN
I don’t think so.

BART
Now there you go again with--

HASSAN
She did not react well when I saw her 
naked.
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BART
When you what?! You saw her naked?!

NOTE: I think we can shoot the scene Hassan is referring to 
without actual nudity on the part of the actress. With check 
with Jason. 

RAFA ARRIVES AT THE LIBRARY

Olivia's nephew Rafa, 30, arrives at the library. He goes up 
to her desk.

OLIVIA
Rafa, cariño, i’m so glad to see you. 
Thank you for coming.

RAFA
Yeah, of course, Tía. Mom said it was 
important.

OLIVIA
And you’re wearing your uniform. 
Good.

RAFA
Yeah, I’m on my lunch break from my 
security job.

OLIVIA
I need you to do security here, Rafa.

RAFA
But...Tía, I already have a job. A 
good one.

OLIVIA
We need you here.

RAFA
Is there a problem? Do you want me to 
call the police?

She thinks a minute.

OLIVIA
No.

RAFA
Well, what then? What do you want me 
to do?
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OLIVIA
You need to talk to that man. That 
homeless man. He has been aggressive 
with me.

RAFA
Where is he? What’s his name?

OLIVIA
He’s homeless, I don’t know his name.

RAFA
What does he look like?

OLIVIA
He’s homeless. An Anglo man, about my 
age. He hangs out with that Arab man.

RAFA
Okay, Tía, don’t you worry. I’ll take 
care of it, all right?

OLIVIA
Thank you Rafa. I knew I could count 
on you.

RAFA MEETS HASSAN

Rafa spots "the Arab man," and goes over to Hassan.

RAFA
Hi. I’m looking for Bart. Do you know 
him?

HASSAN
Yes, Bart is my friend. I am Hassan.

RAFA
Nice to meet you.

HASSAN
This is a wonderful library. I come 
here every day to use the computer, 
because I need it for my work. But I 
just like being here. My apartment is 
not big, and here I feel I am out 
with the people. I live not too far 
and not too close, so I enjoy a good 
walk coming here. I’m sorry. I’m just 
talking about myself. What is your 
name?
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RAFA
I’m Rafa. Short for Rafael.

HASSAN
The angel.

RAFA
What?

HASSAN
Rafael is an angel in my religion.

RAFA
You’re a Christian?

HASSAN
No. Muslim. But Rafael is an angel in 
Islam also. And also in Judaism. It 
means “healer, healing angel, or 
actually, "It is God who heals.”

RAFA
Oh. Yeah, I think somebody told me 
that before. Is that Bart over there?

HASSAN
By the magazine rack, yes. Bart loves 
to read "TIME" magazine.

RAFA
All right, well I’m gonna go talk to 
Bart.

HASSAN
Very nice to meet you Rafael.

RAFA
Call me Rafa, please. I like the name 
Rafael, but Rafa feels more personal.

HASSAN
Okay, Rafa. I hope to talk to you 
again sometime.

RAFA
Sure. See ya.

Hassan smiles as a goodbye.
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RAFA TALKS TO BART

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Bart is leafing through a big book. He spots Rafa coming up 
to him, notices the security uniform.

RAFA
Hi, are you Bart?

BART
Oh my God, she did it? She got 
security in the library? In one day?

RAFA
My name’s Rafa. I just talked to 
Hassan over there. Nice guy.

BART
cautious, respectful( )

Yeah.

RAFA
So, Olivia, she’s my Tía, my aunt. 
She wanted me to talk to you.

BART
Okay.

RAFA
She says there was some kind of a 
problem?

BART
I don’t know about a problem. All I 
was trying to do was--

RAFA
Bart, excuse me just a second. I want 
to hear your side of the story, but 
just don’t tell me there wasn’t any 
problem. Because if my Tía says there 
was a problem, then there was. At 
least for her. So talk to me 
straight, okay?

BART
All right.

gathers himself( )
I said something maybe I shouldn’t 
have said.

Rafa waits for it.

25.



BART (cont'd)
I told her she was a sexy librarian.

Rafa bursts out laughing.

RAFA
You told my Tía she was a sexy 
librarian?! That’s what she called me 
over here for? 

still chuckling( )
Ay, Dios.

BART
Well, she got these new glasses, and 
they looked really nice on her. And I 
had some new glasses too, but when I 
saw hers I wanted to give her a 
compliment on them.

RAFA
chuckling again( )

Sexy librarian, ha ha!

BART
Well, she’s a distinguished lady, but 
she’s pretty too.

RAFA
Do you like my Tía?

BART
Well, I don’t think she likes me.

RAFA
Bart, I’ll try to explain to her. But 
she’s my Tía, so I’m on her side, 
understand?

BART
Yeah. Yes sir.

RAFA
But that doesn’t mean I’m against 
you.

BART
Thanks.

RAFA
And you don’t have to call me sir. 
Call me Rafa. I’m going to be coming 
in here for a while on my lunch break 
from my regular job. 

(MORE)
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So do me a favor, and just don’t talk 
RAFA (cont'd)

to my Tía for a while, okay?

BART
Sure. I didn’t mean any harm.

RAFA
Yeah, I know. But my Tía doesn’t know 
that. I’ll see you around.

BART
Bye.

RAFA REPORTS TO OLIVIA

Rafa walks up to Tía at her desk.

OLIVIA
Did you find him?

RAFA
Yes, Hassan pointed him out to me.

OLIVIA
Did you talk to him? Did you put him 
in his place?

RAFA
I spoke to him. He won’t be bothering 
you anymore, Tía.

OLIVIA
God bless you, Rafael.

RAFA
You’re welcome, Tía. You know, that 
Hassan seems like a pretty good guy. 
Educated, too.

OLIVIA
Yes, he’s very nice. It’s that other 
one that’s the problem.

RAFA
Well, don’t you worry, Tía. I’ve got 
it under control. Just don’t talk to 
him, okay?

OLIVIA
Why would I talk to him? He’s the one 
who has been bothering me.

27.



RAFA
I know. But he won’t anymore. I made 
it very clear.

OLIVIA
But you’re coming back tomorrow, 
right?

RAFA
resigned( )

Sure, Tía. Just for a while. I can't 
come here every day.

OLIVIA
Thank you, Rafael.

RAFA
Okay, see you tomorrow.

ALMOND ROCCAS

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Olivia comes in to work and finds the chocolates on her 
desk. She’s delighted. She looks for a note, finds none. She 
unwraps one. As she savors it, Yvette comes by the desk.

YVETTE
Oh, yeah, Bart brought those. Your 
favorite, right?

Olivia gags on the chocolate.

OLIVIA
Quick, give me a tissue!

Yvette hands her the tissue box, but it’s empty. Olivia 
spits the chocolate through the slit into the box, as best 
she can. She picks up her purse, finds a tissue and wipes 
her mouth.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
Did you tell him I like Almond 
Roccas?

YVETTE
No.

OLIVIA
Who told him?
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YVETTE
I don’t know, maybe Rafa mentioned 
it.

OLIVIA
Nooo, Rafa wouldn’t do that to me. 
He’s my nephew, he loves me.

YVETTE
Okay then, I don’t know. Maybe Bart 
noticed an empty wrapper on your desk 
sometime?

OLIVIA
I don’t leave wrappers on my desk.

YVETTE
I don’t know then. Did we get the new 
books in today?

OLIVIA
I don’t know. I can’t think right 
now. I’m going to the restroom.

Olivia heads for the restroom. As she arrives, Bart comes 
out of it.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
Ahh!

BART
Oh, sorry to startle you. Did you 
like the chocolates?

OLIVIA
Ahh!

Olivia dashes into the restroom and closes the door quickly. 
Bart goes and finds Hassan and sits down with him.

DID SHE LIKE THE ROCCAS?

HASSAN
Well? Did she like the chocolates?

BART
Not just any chocolates. Almond 
Roccas.

HASSAN
Did she like them?
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BART
I don’t know yet. I ran into her 
coming out of the restroom. I think I 
kinda startled her.

HASSAN
The Almond Roccas will fix 
everything.

BART
big smile( )

Fingers crossed.

SCOLDING RAFA

Rafa comes in for his usual noon visit. He cheerfully greets 
Olivia.

RAFA
Hi Tía! Beautiful day today.

OLIVIA
Did you tell that man I liked Almond 
Roccas?

RAFA
Oh, he found some. I wasn’t sure if 
he could.

OLIVIA
“Found some”? Oh my God, where did he 
find them? In some dumpster?

RAFA
No, Tía, people don’t throw Almond 
Roccas into dumpsters.

OLIVIA
You know he’s homeless. Where else 
would he find them? You told him I 
like Almond Roccas?

RAFA
He wanted to do something nice for 
you. To make up.

OLIVIA
This man is my nemesis, and you are 
telling him my secrets?
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RAFA
Tía, “nemesis”? He’s just some poor 
homeless guy.

OLIVIA
No, he’s not some poor homeless guy. 
Homeless yes, but he’s aggressive. He 
told me I was a sexy librarian.

RAFA
chuckles( )

Tía, he’s not what I would call 
refined, but he’s not a bad guy. 
Maybe he meant that as a compliment.

OLIVIA
Ha! Now you’re on his side?

RAFA
Tía, there’s no sides.

OLIVIA
I brought you here as a security 
guard. Do your job.

RAFA
The job of a security guard is to 
keep the peace, not throw people in 
jail.

OLIVIA
Well maybe I hired the wrong security 
guard then.

RAFA
You didn’t hire me, Tía. You took me 
off my lunch hour at my regular job. 
If it weren’t for Hassan I’d go back 
to my job hungry.

OLIVIA
I don’t like him here. Can’t you make 
him go away?

RAFA
Ay, Tía. I’m going to see what Hassan 
brought for lunch today.

OLIVIA
You stay away from that man.

RAFA
Hassan?
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OLIVIA
No, Hassan is okay. That homeless 
man.

RAFA
His name is Bart.

OLIVIA
Do not become his friend. You are my 
nephew, not his friend.

Rafa shakes his head and walks away.

HASSAN'S BIKE ACCIDENT

Hassan gets into an accident. The police look at his I.D. 
and when they run it, it turns up on a terrorist list.

REACTIONS TO HASSAN'S ARREST

Bart and Olivia are upset when Hassan is arrested. They know 
he's a good person. Yvette is glad he will be gone.

BART FIGHTS FOR HASSAN

THE LIBRARY CARD

Much earlier in the story, Bart has asked Olivia for a 
library card, but she has refused, because he’s homeless, 
and doesn’t have an address. But also she just didn’t like 
him, and she enjoyed exercising this little bit of “power.” 
He tried to go around her by asking Yvette, saying he just 
wants to take books outside to the park, and would be very 
careful with them. Yvette said no, because Olivia had spoken 
to her about it.

And now...

Olivia walks up to Bart, who has his nose deeply in a large 
book about art. Photos, but also lots of text.

OLIVIA
Bart. Bart?

He looks up from the book.

BART
Oh, I’m sorry. Was I reading aloud 
again? My personality is...kinetic.

(MORE)
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happy( )
BART (cont'd)

I just learned that word. It means 
sometimes I’m more excited than I 
realize.

OLIVIA
No, you weren’t. And if you were, 
well...it’s a big enough library, I 
think someone could move if it really 
bothered them.

This attitude surprises Bart. He takes notice. She hands him 
a library card. He looks at the card. It has his name on it, 
and an address.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
I asked Hassan what your last name 
was. He didn’t know, but he said he 
would find out. I hope I spelled it 
right.

Bart has tears in his eyes.

BART
But, this has an address on it.

OLIVIA
It’s my address.

Bart stands up, overwhelmed.

BART
Ohhh.

His body and soul want to hug her, but he’s afraid it would 
be another faux pas. He restrains himself.

BART (cont'd)
trembling( )

Thank you, Olivia.

Olivia steps forward and embraces him. She has needed this 
hug too.

OLIVIA
You’re welcome, Bart. 

smiles( )
"Bart Welborn."

BART
Thank you so much.

They unclutch.
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BART (cont'd)
I won’t but take books outside to the 
benches, or to the park, maybe, if 
that’s okay.

OLIVIA
I trust you, Bart.

Bart holds back sobs. It’s been a while since he’s heard 
that. When he composes himself...

BART
Can I check this one out?

OLIVIA
Sure. And as long as you have a safe 
place for it, you can keep it until 
the due date.

Bart is beaming as they walk to the checkout desk.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
Now just because you've got my 
address there, that doesn't mean I'm 
asking you to come live with me.

BART
Oh no, I didn't think...no, of course 
not. No, I would never think you--

OLIVIA
Bart, I'm joking! I mean, I'm not 
saying I am inviting you over. But 
no, I was just being funny.

(Olivia has never before indicated any sense of humor, so 
this is a breakthrough and a moment of vulnerability for her 
to make such an attempt.)

BART
Yeah. You were. That was funny. I 
just didn't expect it, coming from 
you. What I mean is...

OLIVIA
It's okay, Bart. 

laughs( )
It was my first time.

They share a laugh. Also the first time.
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YVETTE SAVES HASSAN

Yvette uses her "librarian computer skills" to do some data 
tracking that proves the Hassan H. Tayfur the authorities 
are looking for is someone else. 

YVETTE GETS A JOB OFFER

Yvette impressed the authorities with her data tracking 
skills that the government offers her a job.
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