
THE LIBRARY CARD

(Idea by Robert Cordova; written by Jonny Lewis)

Much earlier in the story, Richard has asked Olivia for a 
library card, but she has refused, because he’s homeless, 
and doesn’t have an address. But also she just didn’t like 
him, and she enjoyed exercising this little bit of “power.” 
He tried to go around her by asking Yvette, saying he just 
wants to take books outside to the park, and would be very 
careful with them. Yvette said no, because Olivia had spoken 
to her about it.

And now...

Olivia walks up to Richard, who has his nose deeply in a 
large book about art. Photos, but also lots of text.

OLIVIA
Richard. Richard?

He looks up from the book.

RICHARD
Oh, I’m sorry. Was I reading aloud 
again? My personality is...kinetic.

happy( )
I just learned that word. It means 
sometimes I’m more excited than I 
realize.

OLIVIA
No, you weren’t. And if you were, 
well...it’s a big enough library, I 
think someone could move if it really 
bothered them.

This attitude surprises Richard. He takes notice. She hands 
him a library card. He looks at the card. It has his name on 
it, and an address.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
I asked Hassan what your last name 
was. He didn’t know, but he said he 
would find out. I hope I spelled it 
right.

Richard has tears in his eyes.

RICHARD
But, this has an address on it.



OLIVIA
It’s my address.

Richard stands up, overwhelmed.

RICHARD
Ohhh.

His body and soul want to hug her, but he’s afraid it would 
be another faux pas. He restrains himself.

RICHARD (cont'd)
trembling( )

Thank you, Olivia.

Olivia steps forward and embraces him. She has needed this 
hug too.

OLIVIA
You’re welcome, Richard. 

smiles( )
"Richard Welborn."

RICHARD
Thank you so much.

They unclutch.

RICHARD (cont'd)
I won’t but take books outside to the 
benches, or to the park, maybe, if 
that’s okay.

OLIVIA
I trust you, Richard.

Richard holds back sobs. It’s been a while since he’s heard 
that. When he composes himself...

RICHARD
Can I check this one out?

OLIVIA
Sure. And as long as you have a safe 
place for it, you can keep it until 
the due date.

Richard is beaming as they walk to the checkout desk.

OLIVIA (cont'd)
Now just because you've got my 
address there, that doesn't mean I'm 
asking you to come live with me.
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RICHARD
Oh no, I didn't think...no, of course 
not. No, I would never think you--

OLIVIA
Richard, I'm joking! I mean, I'm not 
saying I am inviting you over. But 
no, I was just being funny.

(Olivia has never before indicated any sense of humor, so 
this is a breakthrough and a moment of vulnerability for her 
to make such an attempt.)

RICHARD
Yeah. You were. That was funny.
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